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bends round here to the village of Meanee, where,
making a sudden turn to the south, it bends back towards
Hyderabad. It is a flowing river only when the Indus
is in flood; now the Indus is low and the Fullalee is a
deep wide water-course destitute of water, or holding it
only in a few stagnant pools. It is in this dry river-bed
that the main portion of the Beloochee army is drawn
up, and beyond it, in a loop of level ground which the
river-channel makes between its bend, can be seen the
tents and camp-equipage of the chiefs whose clansmen
are arrayed beneath.

Carrying the glass still to the right along the nearer
edge of the dry channel, the eye noted that the shikargahf
or jungle-cover, which formed the left of the Beloochee
army had a high wall dividing it from the plain, and
that about midway between the enemy and the British
line a large gap or opening had been made in this formid-
able obstacle. In an instant the quick eye of the General
noted this opening. It was the gate of a proposed trap.
Through it the left wing of the enemy would debouch
upon the rear of the British when the little army would
have passed the spot to engage the centre in the Fullalee.
In the angles formed by the skikargahs where they
touched the Fullalee there were six guns in battery,
while the entire front of the Beloochee position for a
distance of some seven hundred yards had been cleared
of even the stunted trees which elsewhere grew upon the
plain. All these things Charles Napier took in in that
short and. anxious interval which preceded the final
advance of his little army. It was not a sight that
longer examination could make more pleasant. It was
a strong and well-selected position, taken up with care